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Planning to study in New Zealand?The student visa is your gateway to world-class education in one
of the safest countries on Earth. This comprehensive guide covers everything you need to know
about the New Zealand student visa for 2026 - from financial requirements to the Genuine
Temporary Entrant criteria.

New Zealand issued over 85,000 student visas in 2025, with India, China, and the Philippines being
the top source countries. The approval rate for complete applications is approximately 92%.

What is a New Zealand Student Visa?

TheFee Paying Student Visaallows international students to study full-time at an approved New
Zealand education institution. This visa is mandatory for all international students whose course
duration exceeds 3 months.

Key features of the NZ student visa:

Valid for the duration of your course plus additional time (typically 1-3 months)

Allows you to work up to 20 hours per week during term time



Allows full-time work during scheduled holidays

Eligible for post-study work visa after graduation

Can include partner and dependent children (under certain conditions)

Key Requirements for NZ Student Visa

To be eligible for a New Zealand student visa, you must meet the following requirements:

1. Offer of Place

You must have an unconditional offer of place from an approved New Zealand education provider.
This can be:

A university (all 8 NZ universities are approved)

A polytechnic or institute of technology

A private training establishment (PTE)

An English language school

2. Proof of Funds

You must demonstrate access to sufficient funds to cover:

Living costs:NZ$20,000 per year (or NZ$17,000 for courses under 9 months)

Tuition fees:First year fees or full course fees if under one year

Travel costs:Return airfare to your home country

3. Health Requirements

You may need to provide:

Medical certificate (chest X-ray and general health check)

Must be completed by an approved panel physician

Required if staying in NZ for more than 6 months

4. Character Requirements

You must be of good character and may need to provide:

Police clearance certificate from your home country

Police certificates from any country where you've lived for 5+ years since age 17



5. Genuine Temporary Entrant (GTE)

You must prove genuine intent to study in NZ and return home after your studies. More on this
below.

6. Health Insurance

Mandatory medical and travel insurance for the duration of your stay.

Financial Requirements: How Much Money Do You Need?

This is one of the most important aspects of your visa application. Immigration NZ needs to see that
you can support yourself financially during your studies.

Living Cost Requirements (2026)

Acceptable Evidence of Funds

You can demonstrate your financial capacity through:

Bank statements:Last 6 months showing consistent balance

Fixed deposits:Certificates showing available funds

Education loan:Sanction letter from approved bank

Sponsorship:Letter from sponsor with their financial documents

Scholarship:Official award letter covering costs

Income evidence:Salary slips, tax returns, business documents

Funds should be genuinely available and not borrowed specifically for the visa application.
Immigration NZ may verify the source of your funds.

Genuine Temporary Entrant (GTE) Requirement

The GTE requirement is designed to ensure that student visa applicants genuinely intend to study
in New Zealand and will return home after completing their studies.

Factors Immigration NZ Considers

Ties to home country:Family, property, employment, business connections

Economic situation:Your financial circumstances in your home country

Immigration history:Previous visa applications, travel history, compliance

Course relevance:How the program relates to your previous education and career goals



Post-study plans:Clear intentions for returning home after studies

How to Demonstrate GTE

In your Statement of Purpose (SOP), address:

Why you chose New Zealand over other countries

Why this specific course and institution

How this qualification fits your career goals

Strong ties to your home country

Clear plans after completing your studies

Required Documents Checklist

Prepare the following documents for your visa application:

Identity Documents

Valid passport (must be valid for at least 3 months beyond intended stay)

Passport-sized photographs

Academic Documents

Academic transcripts and certificates

English language test results (IELTS, PTE, TOEFL)

Offer of place from NZ institution

Financial Documents

Bank statements (last 6 months)

Fixed deposit certificates

Sponsorship letter (if applicable)

Income tax returns

Health & Character Documents

Medical certificate and chest X-ray

Police clearance certificate



Other Documents

Statement of Purpose (SOP)

CV/Resume

Work experience certificates (if applicable)

Health insurance policy

Step-by-Step Application Process

Receive Offer of Place:Apply to and receive an offer from your chosen NZ institution

Prepare Documents:Gather all required documents as per the checklist

Complete Medical Examination:Visit an approved panel physician

Obtain Police Clearance:Apply for police certificates from relevant countries

Purchase Health Insurance:Get approved medical and travel insurance

Create RealMe Account:Register on the Immigration NZ website

Complete Online Application:Fill out the student visa application form

Upload Documents:Submit all required documents in PDF format

Pay Visa Fee:Pay the application fee (NZ$375 as of 2026)

Submit Application:Review and submit your application

Wait for Decision:Processing typically takes 4-8 weeks

Receive Visa:If approved, your e-visa will be emailed to you

Processing Time & What to Expect

The processing time for NZ student visas varies based on several factors:

Typical Processing Times

Standard processing:4-8 weeks

Peak periods (Nov-Jan):8-12 weeks

Complex cases:May take longer

Factors Affecting Processing Time

Completeness of your application



Time of year (peak vs. off-peak)

Your country of origin

Need for additional verification

Medical or character issues

Apply at least 3 months before your course start date to allow sufficient processing time. Don't book
flights until your visa is approved!

Visa Application Fees (2026)

Expert Tips for a Successful Application

1. Start Early

Begin your application process at least 6 months before your intended course start date. This gives
you ample time to gather documents, complete medicals, and address any issues.

2. Be Honest

Never provide false or misleading information. Immigration NZ has sophisticated verification
systems and dishonesty can lead to visa refusal and future bans.

3. Show Strong Ties to Home Country

Demonstrate clear reasons why you will return home after your studies - family, property, job
prospects, or business interests.

4. Explain Your Course Choice

Clearly articulate why you chose your specific course and how it aligns with your career goals.
Show that you've researched your options.

5. Maintain Consistent Bank Balance

Don't make large deposits just before applying. Immigration NZ prefers to see consistent savings
over time.

6. Use a Licensed Immigration Adviser

Consider using a Licensed Immigration Adviser (like Academia New Zealand) to ensure your
application is complete and accurate.



Frequently Asked Questions

Can I work on a student visa?

Yes! You can work up to 20 hours per week during term time and full-time during scheduled
holidays. The minimum wage in NZ is NZ$23.95 per hour (as of April 2025).

Can my family join me?

Your partner can apply for a work visa if you're studying a Level 7 or 8 qualification on the Green
List, or any Level 9 or 10 qualification. Dependent children can study at NZ schools as domestic
students.

What if my visa is refused?

If your visa is refused, you'll receive a letter explaining the reasons. You may be able to address the
issues and reapply, or appeal the decision in certain circumstances.

Can I extend my student visa?

Yes, you can apply for a visa extension if you need more time to complete your course. Apply at
least 2 months before your current visa expires.

What is the post-study work visa?

After completing your qualification, you may be eligible for a post-study work visa allowing you to
work in NZ for 1-3 years, depending on your qualification level.

Ready to Start Your NZ Journey?

Get expert guidance on your student visa application. Our Licensed Immigration Advisers have
helped 500+ students successfully obtain their NZ visas.

NZQA Accredited Education Consultants & Licensed Immigration Advisers. Helping international
students achieve their NZ education dreams since 2012.
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